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The U.S. Federal Trade Commission issued its much anticipated study on patent assertion entities (“PAEs”) on
October 6, 2016. The report, entitled Patent Assertion Entity Activity: an FTC Study, defines a PAE as “a firm
that primarily acquires patents and seeks to generate revenue by asserting them against accused infringers.”
The report highlights the business practices of PAEs (based on non-public data from 2009 to 2014) and
includes recommendations for patent litigation reform.
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FTC Chairwoman Edith Ramirez praised the report for providing “an empirical foundation for ongoing policy
discussions,” and said that the report’s recommendations “are designed to balance the needs of patent holders
with the goal of reducing nuisance litigation.”
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Soulier Avocats is an independent full-service law firm that offers key players in the economic, industrial and financial world
comprehensive legal services.
We advise and defend our French and foreign clients on any and all legal and tax issues that may arise in connection with their
day-to-day operations, specific transactions and strategic decisions.
Our clients, whatever their size, nationality and business sector, benefit from customized services that are tailored to their
specific needs.
For more information, please visit us at www.soulier-avocats.com.
This material has been prepared for informational purposes only and is not intended to be, and should not be construed as, legal
advice. The addressee is solely liable for any use of the information contained herein.
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